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Three Senate committees are examin-
ing the test ban treaty to assure them-
selves that it is not, as the treaty's
opponents claim, a “Communist trap,”

or a “blow to American interests.”
That 1s as it should be. But we wonder
~ whether the Senate in its role as foreign
policy watchdog should not be showing as
é nuch interest in the grim developments
: in Vietnam. How did we get into a mess
‘s which daily grows worse? The repression
4 of the Buddhists bas been followed by an
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/. equajly brutal crackdown on the students.
/. Saigon'fs described as “slowly being ringed

4 with detention cimps.” S
j What differénce is there between Presi-
+#{ dent Diem’s and Ho Chi Minh's autocracy?
Our . representatives in Saigon are now

y
reported te be undergong a rough awaken-
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better be an alternative to sinking orrswluffn : ?
ming with Diem. o
~ But where is the Senate in all this?.

Sen. Wayne Morse has been raising ques- '

tlons that more of his colleagues should *

be asking. Why, he wants to know, is Viet- "

nam “America's respongibility alonel':

More basically, how did we get so com-» -

pletely committed to Diem in the first™!
- place? Was it, Morse asks, and as Homer

Bigart of the New York Times has writ-:
. decigion, one, incidentally, -

“which wégs opposed by the U. S. Ambas?

- dor-to Vietnam at the time, Gen. J.:'I.f :ﬁ C

. ton Collins? T

Perhaps “no good alternative policy”

was possible, as Eric Sevareld has sug-*

.; gested. But the American people are ens -

* titled to see the record. And that ls wha. ¥
‘@ Senate hquiry would achieve. - 7 il
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